“Principals of War: Eben Emael”
Mr.Meetze

WWII

“Storm Europe’s Greatest Fortress” May 10, 1940 (100pts)
You are Lieutenant Rudolf Witzig a ‘Fallschirmjaeger Sturmabteilung’ commander of the 7th Flieger Division (or Assault Paratrooper in the Airborne Division)  You and your men must land by glider and capture the mighty Belgium fortress of Eben Emael guarding the Meuse River-Albert Canal barrier.  The success of the invasion of France depends on your ability to capture the fort, neutralize the artillery, and seize the principal bridges the fort supports.  
Before you continue remember the following:
Belgium Defenses & Military Forces:

· Eben Emal: Elevated on a 120 ft. hill overlooking the Albert Canal.  The fort itself is 100 by 800 meters connected by over 7 miles of underground tunnels.

· The walls of the fort are made of granite and 15 feet high surrounded by a moat 

and tank obstacles.  There are several concrete blockhouses equipped with heavy machine guns and 60mm anti-tank guns.  There are 4 triple-gun pillboxes with 3 75mm guns in addition to 3 double-gun cupolas retaining 2 75 mm guns with the last one have 2 120mm guns.

· 650 officers and men currently reside in the fort.  An unknown number of non-

military men also reside in the fort.  In addition several Belgium Companies 
(some only 3 miles away) are stationed around the fort as reinforcements.

YOU HAVE NO TANKS or HEAVY WEAPONS!!!

Use the Map to find the following Belgium Defenses   (A good time to neatly high-light)

· Blockhouse’s # 4, 6, 17, 22, 30, 35.
· 3x75mm guns, 2x 75 guns, 2x 120mm guns.

· Squares = Sally Ports where you can access underground tunnels.
German Forces: (These are yours)
· S.W. comprised of 88 paratroopers assigned to take the fort.

· 500 total troops (including the 88 allotted for the fort) to capture the bridges.  

  YOU CAN NOT USE THESE OTHER MEN SORRY!!!
· 11 Deutsches Forschungsinstitut Fur Segelfugzeug (DEF) Gliders able to transport only nine men and their equipment.
· You will have flamethrowers, satchel charges, smoke grenades, MP-40 Machine Guns and the MG-34 Light Machine Gun. (Look at page 56)
· 28 110lb. and 28 27lb. hallow charges capable of penetrating reinforced structures.

· 2 radio sets: The first can only be used to Contact Army Group B after you complete you mission and the second to communicate with Luftwaffe air support.  -However you need to complete you mission without outside help!
Geography:
· Top of fort is open to the North and East with gently rising slopes.

· Surrounding the fort is rolling countryside.
· Look at the Arial view map on page 56 for assistance.
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Task: Complete the Primary Object and as many additional Secondary Objectives as possible.  (HINT: Some Secondary Objectives Need to Be Complete Before You Attempt the Primary Objective)  You may or may not choose the following course of actions.
#1 Land on the Fort- All 11 Gliders on fort, max surprise, reduce counterattack from the sally ports, high possibility of crashes = not 11 survive.  


#2 Land in the Field- All 11 Gliders land in fields SW of fort, big land zone 

away from anti-aircraft fire, easy to maneuver against counter-attack, must climb 

wall, must work way through perimeter defenses to get to top .


# 3 Split Landing Forces- Majority lands on tope of fortress, smaller lands in 

SW to block enemy reinforcements or act as a reserve, very flexible, might not be 

enough men to successfully complete objectives.

#4 Your Own Plan-
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Each group of students will be required to type a ¾ to 1 page, single spaced, and 12 point font, Times New Roman style battle plan. (Do Not Shrink the Margins!!!!) Failure to follow the above guidelines in any fashion will result in the loss of 50% of the total grade. 


In your paper you will address all Nine Principals of war in outline form.
(40 points)
Name of Plan:
1. Mass-









2. Objective-

3. Offensive-

4. Maneuver-

5. Unity of Command-

6. Security-

7. Simplicity-

8. Surprise-

9. Economy of Force-
Next with depth, completely describe and explain your battle plan in paragraph form. 











(40points)

You will be also given 1 Final Copy Map for your group.  Clearly, Colorfully, and Neatly using pen and or makers label the map and draw in the alignment of your forces for your plan.









 (20points)
